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Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time						January 29, 2012

CCD Information – Please contact the Rectory Office
Mother Catherine Spalding School:   Mrs. Jessica Bowles, Principal – 301-884-3165
Parish Secretary:   Mrs. Mary C. Wood

Saturday Evening Mass:	5:00 p.m.  
                               
Sunday Masses:		8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.

Weekday Masses:                             8:00 a.m. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,  Friday, and Saturday

Confessions:			4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. Saturday

Baptisms:                                              Please call the Rectory to make arrangements.  Parents must be practicing 
Catholics in this Parish or able to provide a letter of permission from 
the proper parish for Baptism here. Godparents, if not St. Joseph parishioners, 
must provide a letter that they meet the requirements: a practicing Catholic, at 
least 16 years old, have received Baptism, Confirmation, and First Communion 
and, if married, in a marriage recognized by the Catholic Church.  A baptized 
non-Catholic may serve as a Christian witness.

Marriages:                                              Please call the Rectory at least six months in advance of the wedding

Sacrament of the Sick:                    Those hospitalized or home-bound to receive the Sacraments,  call the Rectory.                                             

Rectory Office Hours		10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,  and Friday	

From Father Woods

The Cardinal’s Appeal – What’s in it for me?

In another two weeks parishes all across the Archdiocese of Washington will participate in the annual Cardinal’s Appeal.  As you saw in the tabloid insert in last weekend’s bulletin, the Cardinal’s Appeal funds a whole host of activities and ministries that serve countless people throughout the year…and each year the need grows.  More and more people approach the Catholic Church, confident that we will help them in a variety of spiritual and material ways.  People who are not even Catholic rely on the Church’s reputation of assistance: that we will provide food when they are hungry, that a Priest will come to the hospital even if the family has no religion, that we will care for the pregnant unwed mother, and the list goes on and on.  The media may demonize the Catholic Church, but many people know intuitively that the Church has a reliable history of helping people.  Since most of us don’t have the time or talent to work in a soup kitchen, take care of AIDS patients, run a homeless shelter or a literacy program, we pull together to contribute to these worthy ministries of the Church.  We also fund the “infrastructure” of the Church: the marriage Tribunal that helps individuals get matrimonial annulments, marriage preparation programs, catechetical programs and days of recollection…once again, a list that goes on and on.

There remains for many people, however, the nagging question: what does the Cardinal’s Appeal do to help anyone locally?  Well, our summer seminarian Stephen Wyble’s seminary formation is funded by the Appeal.  Stephen and 70 other men preparing for the Priesthood are able to go to the Seminary because of your generosity.  Right now 7 of those seminarians are natives of St. John’s (Hollywood), Immaculate Heart (Lexington Park), St. Michael’s (Ridge), and St. Peter Claver (St. Inigoes) and other parishes in Southern Maryland.  These are our future Priests!  The Cardinal’s Appeal also provides for the care of our retired Priests.  After serving in parishes for 45 or 50 years our beloved Priests remain active, helping in parishes, but they have health care costs both short and long-term.  The Appeal allowed our own Father Ward to be cared for until his very peaceful death two years ago.  Priests who have served locally continue to be supported by the Cardinal’s Appeal: Monsignor Harris from St. John’s in Hollywood, Monsignor Gozaloff  and Father Alliata from Immaculate Conception in Mechanicsville, Monsignor Brady from Holy Angels in Avenue, Father Stack from Our Lady of the Wayside, and many others.

The Cardinal’s Appeal just helped fund the new Victory Housing project in Great Mills to provide housing for low-income individuals and families from our own area.  “Parish Partners” is a division of Catholic Charities, funded in part by the Cardinal’s Appeal, which gives our parish a place to go when someone approaches us with needs beyond what we can provide for.  The Appeal helps provide $5 million in direct tuition assistance to families – yes, families from Mother Catherine Spalding School!  (Yet, the Archdiocese received requests for tuition assistance totaling $30 million.)  When I was chaplain at the American University in Washington, the program was funded by the Cardinal’s Appeal.  Our own parishioners who go to colleges -  public and Catholic – are cared for by Priests and pastoral programs that your contributions make possible (believe me, our young people tell me about living their Faith on campus).  

As you can see, we all benefit locally and throughout the Archdiocese from the work of the Cardinal’s Appeal.  Whatever you can do this year will be greatly appreciated.  May the Lord bless your generosity.
Mass Intentions for the week of January 30th to February 5th
Monday		8:00 a.m.	Mollie Hall
Tuesday		8:00 a.m.	Joseph Elmore “Joe” Guy
Wednesday		8:00 a.m.	James Aloysius Wathen
   	Thursday				No Daily Mass Scheduled
	Friday			8:00 a.m.	Mary Beatrice Fuller Bateman
   	Saturday		8:00 a.m.	Ernell Butler
				5:00 p.m.	Thomas Wallace Ashton
Sunday		8:00 a.m.	Dennis Russell
                                   	          10:00 a.m.	Pro Populo

Mass Schedules for February 4th & February 5th
Extraordinary Ministers 			Lectors			Altar Servers
	Saturday 5 p.m.			
George Brown & Billy Benjamin		Carolyn Chase		Clark Ripple & James Ripple
	Sunday 8 a.m.
Chris Post & Jackie Post			Sarah Richardson	David Foley & D’Andre Miller
	Sunday 10 a.m.
Jim Long & Henrietta Gross			Gladys Long		Kristen & Valerie Hammett

Please pray for those who are sick, especially Stephen Myers, Sr., Robin Murphy, Billy Dyson, Francis Thompson, Thomas Thompson, Kaylee Pilkerton, Loretta (Susie) Collins, Jenny Bowles, Loretta Willett, Ronald Whatley, Delores A. Thomas, Yvette Thomas, Anna Dorsey, James Nelson, Joseph Thompson, Antoinette Nelson, and Joseph Douglas. 

Offertory for Sunday, January 22, 2012 - $3,883.00.   Thank you for your generosity. 

Blessing of Throats – the Feast of Saint Blaise is celebrated on Friday, 3 February.  Throats will be blessed after all the Masses during the weekend of February 4th and 5th.  Please approach the altar as a family to have throats blessed.

Donuts after Mass – after having your throat blessed, why not treat yourself to a donut (or two) and a cup of coffee or glass of orange juice!  Donuts and refreshments will be served in the Parish Hall after the 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Masses next weekend.  Hope you can join us!

RCIA – the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is for those who would like to become Catholic or for Catholics who have not received all the Sacraments.  If you are interested in joining the Catholic Church or are in need of First Holy Communion or Confirmation, please contact the Rectory.

Saint Joseph Parish History Books – For anyone that would like an extra copy they are available for sale at a cost of $20.00 per book (to cover the cost of printing. There will be an additional charge for mailing).  It is our hope that this book will be a source of pride and inspiration for our Parish family!  

Contribution Statements for 2011 have been sent to all of the parishioners that contributed $100 or above to the Church in 2011.  If you did not receive one but would like one sent to you, please contact the Parish Office.
2012 Cardinal’s Appeal: “Seek First the Kingdom of God” – Many of our parishioners have received a mailing from Cardinal Wuerl.  He has asked that you make a pledge to the 2012 Cardinal’s Appeal.  The Appeal not only funds the operations of the Archdiocese, it funds services that are of great help in the ministries here in our Parish including Mother Catherine Spalding School.  Please prayerfully consider a generous pledge to the 2012 Cardinal’s Appeal.  More information will be forthcoming as we approach Appeal weekend on February 11th and 12th.  May God bless you for your generosity!!
[bookmark: _GoBack]
The St. Joseph Parish Card Party which was held on January 20th made a profit of $408.50.  We thank everyone who helped make this card party a success.

Mother Catherine Spalding School News – As the registration process for next school year begins shortly, we will be having an open house for any family interested in learning more about our school on Thursday, February 2nd from 1-3 p.m.  Come visit MCS to check out our facilities and learn more about our faith formation, academics, extra-curricular activities, and technology, including our new IPad lab.  If you are not available these dates, but would like to plan a visit for another time, please feel free to call the office at 301-884-3165 or email us at mcsbowles@gmail.com.  We could be happy to make arrangements to accommodate your schedule.  You can also visit our website at www.mothercatherine.org for more information.  
Pizza Hotline Spirit Night Tuesday, January 31st from 4-10 p.m.  Consider ordering from Pizza Hotline in Charlotte Hall on this particular evening and support our 8th grade class.  They offer take-out or delivery options.  You can visit their website pizzahotlineonline.com to view their menu and even place an order.  10% of the proceeds will benefit our 8th grade class and their fundraising efforts.
 
Power of Prayer – A Retreat for Women, with Fr. Dan Leary, will be held on February 3 & 4, at Camp Maria in Leonardtown, Md.  For more information go to www.breadof lifecenterfor peace.org or call 301-475-9770.  Space is limited.  Register Now!

A Day of Renewal will be held at Our Lady Star of the Sea Church in Solomons, MD on Saturday, February 11th from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  Prayer and praise will start Friday February 10th at 6:30 p.m. with Mass at 7:30 p.m.  The registration fee is $10.  For more information, contact Joe & Sally Hamilton 410-325-4054 or Virginia Bauer virginiabauer@comcast.net.

Men’s Vocation Retreat Led by Cardinal Wuerl – February 10-12, 2012 -  Cardinal Wuerl will lead a vocations retreat for men in their twenties, thirties and forties who are open to considering a vocation to the priesthood.  The retreat will be held at Blessed John Paul II Seminary, beginning Friday evening, February 10 and ending on Sunday, February 12 at noon.  Please consider inviting someone to attend this Retreat.  Contact the Office of Priest Vocations at 301-853-4580 or vocations@adw.org for information.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter –Get away from all those worldly anxieties and take time to just focus on each other by making a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend on February 17-19, 2012 and April 20-22, 2012.  An early application is highly recommended.  For more information and to apply online visit our website at: wwwmes4.org or call 301-541-7007, or email wwme@whalenfamily.com.

St. Joseph Parish St. Vincent de Paul Society will hold their monthly meeting on Friday, February 3rd, at 6 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  The St. Vincent de Paul Society is always in need of new members and if you are interested in joining this very worthwhile organization, please come to their meeting.

The St. Joseph Parish Ladies Sodality will be meeting on Saturday, February 4th, after the 8 a.m. Mass in the Parish Hall.
